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Varna Summit: EU leaders should urge President Erdogan to deliver on rights
Jailing of journalists and critics has no place in EU-Turkey relations

(Brussels, 23 March 2018) - 75 Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) sent a letter
today to President of the European Council Donald Tusk and President of the European
Commission Jean-Claude Juncker ahead of the EU-Turkey Summit, to be held on Monday 26
March in Varna, Bulgaria.

They urged the EU leaders to bring human rights to the centre of EU relations with Turkey
and press President Erdogan to secure the release of dozens of journalists and many others
unjustly jailed in Turkey.

“Every journalist unfairly locked up in Turkey is damaging democracy in the country. Their
fate should be at the top of EU leaders’ concerns in Varna,” said MEPs today.

Turkey is under a state of emergency imposed after a failed coup in July 2016, and President
Erdogan has headed the cabinet and ruled the country by decree, with weakened
parliamentary and judicial oversight. Since July 2016, independent media have been
silenced, with over 160 outlets and publishing houses closed down.

There are scores of journalists imprisoned in Turkey. For two years, Turkey has been the
country with the highest number of journalists in detention anywhere in the world. Many
are held in pretrial detention on terrorism-related charges and could face sentences of life
imprisonment. Scores of individuals are imprisoned for undertaking their legitimate work as
journalists - without ever advocating violence.

“Putting critics and journalists behind bars cannot be a response to Turkey’s challenges. It’s
the EU’s responsibility to speak out about those unjustly jailed and to remind the world that
they should not be behind bars,” continued MEPs.

In October 2017, six members of the European Parliament each committed to closely follow
one case of an arbitrarily detained journalist and to make continuous calls for their release.
Among them, Akin Atalay, chief executive officer of Cumhuriyet; Abdullah Kili¢, former
columnist for the shuttered daily newspaper Meydan; and Zehra Dogan, artist and journalist
for the feminist Kurdish news site JINHA are still, to date, behind bars.

Of the remaining journalists, Sahin Alpay, a 74-year-old political scientist and former
columnist for the shuttered newspaper Zaman was released on 16 March, but under judicial
control is subject to confinement at his home while his trial continues. Ahmet Sik,
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investigative writer and reporter for the opposition daily Cumhuriyet was released on 9
March, pending the conclusion of his trial. inan Kizilkaya, former news editor of the pro-
Kurdish daily Ozgiir Glindem was released on October 2017, but is still facing charges despite
an absence of evidence of his involvement in illegal activities.

“We are deeply shocked by the collapse of the independence of Turkey’s judiciary. President
Erdogan should stop hiding behind the state of emergency to justify the unjustifiable,” said
MEPs.

Many others, including human rights defenders Osman Kavala and Taner Kilig, academics,
lawyers and elected members of the parliament and local politicians, also remain behind
bars.

“Turkish citizens deserve a vibrant public debate — but months of repression are leading
Turkey the other way. Varna should be a turning point,” concluded MEPs.

The European Parliament has repeatedly condemned the arbitrary imprisonment of many
journalists in Turkey and has called for their immediate release, issuing the European
Parliament resolution of 27 October 2016 on the situation of journalists in Turkey, the
European Parliament resolution of 6 July 2017 on the 2016 Commission Report on Turkey
and the European Parliament resolution of 8 February 2018 on the current human rights
situation in Turkey.

Members of the European Parliament who launched the twinning project in October 2017
and signed the letter to the Commission and the Council are:

Fabio Massimo CASTALDO (EFDD)
Tanja FAJON (S&D)

Rebecca HARMS (Greens/EFA)
Michaela SOJDROVA (EPP)

Jordi SOLE (Greens/EFA)

Julie WARD (S&D)

The following members of the European Parliament signing the letter sent to the
Commission and the Council are:

Ana Gomes (S&D)

Ana Miranda (Greens-EFA)

Anna Maria Corazza Bildt (EPP)

Bart Staes (Greens/EFA)

Beatriz Becerra Basterrechea (ALDE)
Benedek Javor (Greens/EFA)

Bernd Lucke (ECR)

Birgit Sippel (S&D)
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Barbara Lochbihler (Greens EFA)
Bodil Valero (Greens/EFA)

Boris Zala (S&D)

Brando Benifei (S&D)

Bronis Ropé (Greens/EFA)
Charles Goerens (ALDE)

Claude Turmes (Greens/EFA)
Costas Mavrides (S&D)
Demetris Papadakis (S&D)
Eleonora Evi (EFDD)

Elly Schlein (S&D)

Eva Joly (Greens/EFA)

Georgi Pirinski (S&D)

Georgios Epitideios (Non-attached Member)
Helga Stevens (ECR)

Helga Trupel (Greens EFA)

Hilde Vautmans (ALDE)

Isabella Adinolfi (EFDD)

Jaromir Stetina (EPP)

Javi Lépez (S&D Group)

Jiti Pospisil (EPP)

Joachim Starbatty (ECR)

John Howarth (S&D)

José Inacio Faria (EPP)

Juan Fernando Lépez Aguilar (S&D)
Jude Kirton-Darling (S&D)
Judith Sargentini (Greens/EFA)
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Keith Taylor (Greens/EFA)
Klaus Buchner (Greens/EFA)
Liadh Ni Riada (GUE-NGL)

Luke Ming Flanagan (GUE-NGL)
Lynn Boylan (GUE-NGL)Marco Valli (EFDD)
Margrete Auken (Greens/EFA)
Maria Arena (S&D)
Marie-Christine Vergiat (GUE-NGL)
Marietje Schaake (ALDE)

Mark Demesmaeker (ECR)
Martina Anderson (GUE-NGL)
Matt Carthy (GUE-NGL)

Merja Kyllonen (GUE/NGL)
Miapetra Kumpula-Natri (S&D)
Michal Boni (EPP)

Michel Reimon (Greens/EFA)
Micheéle Rivasi (Greens/EFA)
Monica Macovei (ECR)

Nikos Androulakis (S&D)

Nadja Hirsch (ALDE)

Pascal Durand (Greens/EFA)
Patricia Lalonde (ALDE)

Pavel Svoboda (EPP)

Peter Kouroumbashev (S&D)
Piernicola Pedicini (EFDD)
Renate Weber (ALDE)

Richard Sulik (ECR)
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Rina Ronja Kari (GUE-NGL)
Sirpa Pietikainen (EPP)

Soraya Post (S&D)

Stefano Maullu (EPP)

Takis Hadjigeorgiou (GUE-NGL)
Terry Reintke (Greens/EFA)

Theresa Griffin (S&D)

The twinning project is supported by the Committee to Protect Journalists and Human Rights
Watch.

Kontakt:

Eva Rybkova
pr@sojdrova.cz
+420 778 492 769
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